ew

REPUBLIC OF UGANDA
MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT

INFORMATION TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC ON SELLING AND LEASING OF
LAKES AND OTHER WATER BODIES IN UGANDA

1. Introduction

As a result of various articles that have appeared in the media recently referring
to selling and leasing of lakes and water bodies in Uganda by government to
private companies, the Ministry of Water and Environment would like to provide
information to the public on how water bodies should be utilised and managed in
Uganda based on the provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of Uganda
and the Water Act, Cap 152.

2. Provisions of the Constitutional of the Republic of Uganda (1995)

Objective XIII of the Constitution of Republic of Uganda (1995) requires the state
to protect important natural resources, including land, water, wetlands, fauna and
flora on behalf of the people of Uganda. Article 189 of the Constitution provides
that the central government has responsibility for matters specified in the sixth
schedule. Item seven of the sixth schedule specifies that resources such as land,
water resources and the environment are the responsibility of the central
government. However article 189 (2) provides that district councils and councils
of lower LGs may at their own request be allowed to exercise functions reserved
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to the central government or such functions may be delegated to them by the
government or by parliament by law;

Article 237 of the Constitution requires that natural lakes, rivers, wetlands,
national parks, game reserves, forest reserves and any land be reserved for
ecological and touristic purposes and held by government or LGs in trust for the
people as determined by parliament or law. As a trustee, government only has
power to give concessions, licenses or permits in respect of the natural
resources such as water resources;

3. Provisions of the Water Act, Cap 152

The Water Act, Cap 152 is the principal law for the water sector and it
incorporates legislation for both water resources management and water supply
and sanitation. The main objective of the Water Act as provided for in Section 4
are to:
promote the rational management and use of the waters of Uganda;
promote the provision of clean, safe and sufficient supply of water for
domestic purposes to all persons;
allow for the orderly development and use of water resources for animals,
irrigation, industrial, commercial and mining uses, energy, navigation,
fisheries, preservation of flora and fauna and recreation in ways which
minimise harmful effects to the environment; and
control pollution and to promote the safe storage treatment, discharge and
disposal of waste which may pollute water or otherwise harm the
environment and human health.

Under Section 5, the Water Act recognizes that all rights to investigate, control,
protect and manage water in the country for any use are vested in the
Government.
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Under section 18 of the Water Act, any person who has to construct or operate
any works or take and use water needs permission. The water regulations made
under the Act prescribe the following types of permits:
Surface water permits
Ground water permits
Waste water discharge permits
Drilling permits
Construction permits
Permits for impounding, damming, diverting, and conveying surface water
and/or draining any lands.

4. Conclusions

Various government agencies, private sector, civil society and the general public
are requested to take note of the provisions of the Constitution and the Water
Act, highlighted above.

Those intending to use water resources either in lakes, rivers or underground
should therefore apply for permits to do so from the Directorate of Water
Resources Management, Ministry of Water and Environment in line with the
provisions of the law. The use of water resources without following the provisions
of the law is therefore illegal and punishable under the law.
As the custodian of the country’s water resources, the Government through the
Ministry of Water and Environment does not sell or lease lakes or other water
body as alleged in the media in the recent past but only issues water permits for
use of water resources in lakes and reservoirs for hydropower generation,
domestic water supply, irrigation etc in line with the provisions of the Water Act
for periods not exceeding 5 years.
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For more information please contact:
Director, Directorate of Water Resources Management
Plot 12 Mpigi Road P.O. Box 19 Entebbe
Tel: +256 – 0414 - 321342/329014
Fax: +256 – 0414 – 321368
E-mail: dwrm@mwe.go.ug
Or
Commissioner, Water Resources Planning and Regulation
Plot 12 Mpigi Road P.O. Box 19 Entebbe
Tel: +256 – 0414 - 323558/329014
Fax: +256 – 0414 – 321335
E-mail: com.wrr@mwe.go.ug
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